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Abstract: Relieving the burden of family responsibilities for women is suggested as a key policy for promoting gender equality. In this

paper, we review the recent and growing literature on the division of household labour, the relationship between housework and the

earnings. We conclude that time incurred for housework represents a significant penalty on earnings. The unequal division of household

labour between men and women represents an important source of disparities in earnings. We finally suggest future directions for fur-

ther research and its policy implications.
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