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Female Writing and Mind Topography of the Left-Wing New Women:
A Close Reading of Ai Xia§ Cinematic-Novel Modern Girl
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( Shanghai Film Academy Shanghai University Shanghai 200072 China)
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Abstract: Ai Xias cinematic-novel Modern Girl was written in the 1930s when new women was redefined and it was also a period when
the subjectivity of new women was replaced from the May Fourth New Women to the new left-wing women. Beginning with close reading
of Modern Girl this paper expounds the cultural connotations contained in the words that women writers prefer to use and how womens

expressions are misinterpreted and repurposed by mainstream discourse furthermore how intellectual women have been replaced from
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subjective position to a weak position that need to be transformed and also the historical situation that the spiritual value presented by
women$ writing has not been truly recognized. The loss of intellectual womens new female subject identity is the result of a series of left—
wing discourse constructions. The Ai Xia$ suicide incident along with her works are a special composite document from which we can
find the stitching traces left in the process of left-wing ideological construction as well as women§ efforts of non-integrated individuals in

the process of liberation.
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